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Strategic Professional exams 
are a big step up from the 
Applied Skills level and require 
a different approach. This 
document considers some key 
actions students should take 
before starting their Strategic 
Professional level studies.

REFRESH YOUR APPLIED SKILLS
It’s important to understand how your 
Applied Skills knowledge will relate 
to the Strategic Professional level. 
ACCA exams reflect the main technical 
areas that accountants need to know 
– the Strategic Professional exams 
build on that knowledge and explore 
advanced skills and techniques.

Structured tuition courses and materials 
for Strategic Professional may re-visit 
assumed knowledge from the Applied 
Skills exams – but only briefly. The 
emphasis will be on building upon your 
existing knowledge not re-teaching it.

You need to think about refreshing 
your Applied Skills knowledge before 
starting studies for each Strategic 
Professional exam. How you do this 
will also be determined by factors 
such as the length of time since you 
last took Applied Skills exams and 
the marks gained in passing them.  

So, what can you do to refresh 
your Applied Skills knowledge:

•   Look through the syllabus of the 
 underpinning exams – this will remind 
 you of the content at Applied Skills.

•   Test yourself on what you remember 
using the Applied Skills specimen 
and past exams. Focus on the 
objective test questions – these 
form a significant part of each 
Applied Skills exam and are easy 
to try if you have a busy schedule.  

•   Refer to ACCA Approved Content 
Provider materials – this will help 
refresh understanding or fill in any 
knowledge gaps at Applied Skills.

ACCA also has a series of articles 
about stepping up from Applied Skills 
to Strategic Professional exams. Each 
article reflects on the key knowledge 
which should be brought forward from 
the study of the underpinning exams: 

SBR – stepping up from FR

SBL – mapping of key applied 
knowledge and applied skills  

Stepping up from FM to AFM exam 

Moving up from PM to APM exam

Stepping up from TX UK to ATX UK

Underpinning knowledge for AAA exam

These articles are full of useful guidance 
and are highly recommended reading 
before studying for a Strategic 
Professional exam.

CONSIDER YOUR OPTIONS
At Strategic Professional you will need 
to consider which Options exams to 
take. Selecting options exams in areas 
you are most comfortable with – or have 
experience of working in – will improve 
your chances of success. Consider 
the advice in Making the best options 
choices before making a decision.

EPSM BEFORE STRATEGIC 
PROFESSIONAL EXAMS
ACCA recommends students complete 
the Ethics and Professional Skills module 
(EPSM) before attempting Strategic 
Professional level exams as it supports 
students to exam success at Strategic 
Professional in a number of ways:

Welcome to Strategic Professional 
Being at Strategic Professional level means you are just four exams away from completing the ACCA Qualification 
syllabus. These exams provide students with the unique blend of skills, real-world focus and specialisation options which 
will develop strategic, forward-thinking professional accountants. From March 2020 Strategic Professional exams will 
start to be available digitally – part of our on-going commitment to innovation and producing work-ready students.

Each exam at Strategic Professional requires hard work and dedication but a planned approach along with a consideration for 
when and what order you take these exams will help maximise your strengths. Read on for guidance on how you can be ready 
to step up to Strategic Professional.

AccountancySchool.ie is an ACCA Platinum Approved college based at Lad Lane, Dublin 2. The college offers 
traditional classroom courses, live-online classes, recorded lectures and blended learning.

https://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/ACCA_Global/Students/prof/sbr/5175_Stepping_up_from_Financial_Reporting.pdf
https://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/SBL/strategic-business-leader-mapping-of-key-applied-knowledge-and-applied-skills.pdf
https://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/SBL/strategic-business-leader-mapping-of-key-applied-knowledge-and-applied-skills.pdf
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p4/technical-articles/f9-p4.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p5/technical-articles/moving-up-from-paper-f5-to-paper-p5.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p6/technical-articles/stepping-up-from-paper-f6--uk--to-paper-p6--uk-.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p7/technical-articles/f8-p7.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/sa/study-skills/options-choices.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/sa/study-skills/options-choices.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-entry-and-administration/computer-based-exams/strategic-professional-cbes.html
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What if you have joined ACCA 
after university and have an 
accredited programme which 
gives you exemptions from 
Applied Knowledge and Applied 
Skills exams?

•   It helps develop the ethical and 
professional behaviours needed 
to be successful in the Strategic 
Professional exams.

•   It helps focus thinking on real world 
scenarios, developing understanding 
of how to approach the challenges 
presented – very similar to the 
approach students are required to 
take at Strategic Professional exams.

•   It contains a specific Strategic 
 Professional support unit which 
 explains the links between EPSM and 
 the Strategic Professional exams – how 
 the module helps students prepare 
 and what is required to demonstrate 
 professionalism in the exams. 

Students completing the module 
in advance of attempting Strategic 
Professional exams are statistically 
proven to significantly enhance their 
chances of passing these exams. Based 
on September and December 2018 
exam results, students who complete 
EPSM are up to 25% more likely to pass 
Strategic Business Leader. Visit the 
ACCA website for further information 
on the EPSM.

FROM UNIVERSITY TO ACCA
Having exemptions from ACCA exams 
means you have been given recognition 
for your prior learning. However, it 
is important to understand the key 
differences to expect comparing 
university study with preparing for 
ACCA exams. So, in addition to 
the advice already covered in this 
article, you should think about how 
studying ACCA at the Strategic 
Professional level will be different 

from degree studies at university – 
see the table below as a reference.

At Strategic Professional level, you will 
be expected to have solid technical 
knowledge across the full range of topic 
areas found in the Syllabus and Study 
Guide for each  Strategic Professional 
exam. While this technical knowledge 
is essential, it will not be enough, on its 
own, for students to obtain a pass mark 
in Strategic Professional exams.

As well as using ACCA Approved 
Content Provider materials as part of 
your studies, you should also keep up 
to date with current affairs and read the 
business press with a critical eye. This 
can help you relate real-life situations to 
the underlining theories in the syllabus 
and, with practice, it will become easier 
to apply these theories to the scenarios 
in the exams. 

STRATEGIC PROFESSIONAL – 
TESTING PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 
At Strategic Professional, students need 
to be clear on the skills they will be 
tested on. In these exams, candidates 
are required to demonstrate not just 

the application of detailed technical 
knowledge and how it is used in context 
but the application, also, of professional 
skills that employers expect accountants 
to display in the work place – skills 
such as critical analysis, evaluation, 
decision making and discussion. This 
means that technical knowledge on 
its own will not be enough to obtain a 
pass mark at Strategic Professional. 

When it comes to Strategic Business 
Leader – our integrated case study 
exam – the emphasis on professional 
skills is extended further as specific 
marks are awarded for demonstrating 
those skills employers consider as key 
for the accountancy sector – analysis, 
scepticism, evaluation, commercial 
acumen and communication. 

This is one of the reasons why ACCA 
strongly recommends students 
complete the Ethics and Professional 
Skills module (EPSM) before starting 
the Strategic Professional exams as 
EPSM helps develop these professional
skills which are essential to success 
in all the exams at this level.

UNIVERSITY ACCA

Topics are covered in depth Learning is focused on addressing work place type exam scenarios

Focus is on knowledge building Focus is on the application of knowledge in a variety of real world 
scenarios 

A range and variety of reference 
books and materials may be used 

ACCA’s approved content provider – exam focused study materials 
should be used in conjunction with reading business press 

Students develop skills in 
independent research via essays 
and assignments

Students must display strong professional skills throughout the 
exams and focus on exam practise 

https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/ethics.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/ethics.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/ethics.html


PASSING STRATEGIC PROFESSIONAL EXAMS
When you complete the learning phase, there are a 
number of things you can do to give yourself the best 
chance of passing your Strategic Professional exams. See 
Passing Strategic Professional Exams to find out more.

APPROVED LEARNING PARTNERS
We strongly recommend to students that they study 
through an Approved Learning Partner (ALP). They have the 
experience and expertise to help students develop their 
knowledge and skills, providing the best chance of exam 
success. Students who study with an ALP are 25% more likely 
to pass their exam!*

*  Calculation based on students who entered for exams in the December 
2018 session.

APPROVED CONTENT
Don’t forget to use the Approved Content materials produced 
by our key partners and approved by ACCA. Having the 
Approved Content badge means that the study materials 
have been assessed by ACCA’s examining team to ensure 
they are of the highest quality and offer full syllabus coverage.

ACCA’s Approved Content Providers are:

n BPP Learning Media
n Kaplan Publishing

The Approved Content Provider question and answer banks 
are a great source of exam-style questions, so we strongly 
recommend that you use these as your primary resource when 
it comes to question practice.

ACCA Approved Content Providers always update their 
materials to reflect the latest syllabus content, examinable 
documents and exam structure.

Good luck with your Strategic Professional exams and your journey 
towards ACCA membership.

ACCA STUDY RESOURCES
ACCA produces a range of exam specific resources to use as 
part of your studies and exam preparations. These resources 
include guidance from our examining team such as examiner 
reports from previous sittings, a detailed syllabus and study 
guide for each exam as well as specimen and past exams. This 
is not an exhaustive list and you should use these resources 
for both refreshing your Applied Skills knowledge and 
throughout your Strategic Professional studies.

ACCA QUALIFICATION – EXAM SPECIFIC RESOURCES

Applied knowledge AB  •  MA  •  FA

Applied skills LW  •  PM  •  TX  • FR  •  AA  FM

Strategic Professional SBR  •  SBL •  AFM  •   APM  ATX  
•  AAA

ACCOUNTANCYSCHOOL.IE COURSES INCLUDE THE 
FOLLOWING
• Access to CBE (computer-based exams) during the course 

to ensure that you are prepared for the exams.

• Weekly homework to encourage you to practice the 
material covered in the lectures. The homework is available 
for all students to complete. 

• ACCA approved materials are used on all the courses 

• The relevant content from the Applied Skills subjects are 
covered during the lectures.

• Advice on which option to sit is available on our website at 
https://accountancyschool.ie/option-papers/

• For further information and advice contact either 
 support@accountancyschool.ie or 
 dave.odonoghue@accountancyschool.ie

http://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/strategic-business-leader/technical-articles/passing-strategic-professional-exams.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/fundamentals-exams-study-resources/f1.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/fundamentals-exams-study-resources/f2.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/fundamentals-exams-study-resources/f3.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/fundamentals-exams-study-resources/f4.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/fundamentals-exams-study-resources/f5.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/fundamentals-exams-study-resources/f6.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/fundamentals-exams-study-resources/f7.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/fundamentals-exams-study-resources/f8.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/fundamentals-exams-study-resources/f9.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/strategic-business-reporting.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/strategic-business-leader.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p4.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p5.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p6.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p7.html
https://accountancyschool.ie/option-papers/
mailto:support%40accountancyschool.ie?subject=
mailto:dave.odonoghue%40accountancyschool.ie?subject=

